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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

February  8th,  1860. 
Eead  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


REPORT 


OF 


THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE 


OF 


THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  MAEYLAND, 


APPOINTED   TO   VISIT   THE 


HOUSE    OF    REFUGE 


K  E  P  0  K  T . 


The  joint  committee,  appointed  to  visit  the  House  of  Ref- 
uge, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  having  performed  the  duty- 
assigned  them,  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  report : 

Your  committee,  on  their  approach  to  the  building  vf  ere 
greatly  attracted  by  the  imposing  appearance  of  the  Institu- 
tion ;  and  an  inspection  of  its  interior  appointments,  and  the 
admirable  system  which  governs  it,  commends  to  the  visitor, 
the  enlarged  State,  city,  and  individual  charity,  which  has 
given  birth  to  and  fostered  so  noble  and  philanthropic  an  en- 
terprise. 

When  the  immense  check,  which  is  here  given  to  incipient 
crime,  and  the  curbs  and  restraints  which  the  discipline  of 
this  Institution  throws  around  budding  vice,  are  brought 
prominently  into  view,  and  considered,  as  such  questions 
ought  to  be  entertained,  it  is  impossible  to  do  less,  without 
outraging  the  nobler  instincts  of  humanity,  than  to  speak  of 
the  House  of  Refuge  as  the  guardian  and  protector  of  the  un- 
fortunate, and  the  reformer  of  vices,  which,  but  for  the  benign 
influence  of  administered  discipline,,  would  add  to  the  percent- 
age of  convicted  criminals,  which  now  people  the  prisons  of 
both  counties  and  State. 

It  is  through  the  agency  of  the  curative  and  repressive 
process  of  this  Institution  that  the  early  violators  of  law  and 
morality,  often  impelled  by  the  stern  necessity  of  poverty  and 
want,  are  redeemed  from  confirmed  corruption  and  vice. 

The  good  results  flowing  out  into  the  public  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  House  of  Refuge,  are  of  the  most  encour- 
aging character,  and  your  committee  cannot  ignore  the  thought 
that,  under  the  fostering  care  and  patronage  of  the  State  au- 
thorities, in  blending  its  charities  with  those  of  philanthropic 


rtud  disinterested  private  citizens,  in  the  maintainauce  and 
and  support  of  such  an  Institution,  much  of  the  crime  which 
now  occupies  criminal  courts  throughout  the  State,  will  be 
nipped  in  its  inception,  and  good  citizenship  secured,  where 
vice  and  immorality  stalk  abroad.  Without  pursuing 
this  theme  in  the  language  of  unnecessary  commendation,  for 
your  committee  feel  it  to  be  a  work  of  superrogation,  suffice  it 
to  say  that  since  the  opening  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  581 
inmates,  of  both  sexes,  have  been  admitted  ;  of  this  number- 
152  been  indentured.  The  boys  mainly  to  farmers,  the  girls 
to  housework.  Bonds  of  indenture  are  so  framed  as  to  pro- 
tect them  from  harsh  treatment,  and  violations  of  these  bonds 
are  punishable  under  the  law  of  the  State.  The  parents  of  a 
majority  of  the  inmates  are  residents  of  the  counties.  The 
number  under  present  supervision  is  285.  viz:  boys  258, 
girls  27. 

Whilst  the  various  departments  in  which  trades  are  learned 
fits  the  inmate  for  a  life  of  mechanical  and  industrial  useful- 
ness their  mental  culture  is  by  no  means  neglected.  The 
school,  formerly  under  the  government  of  a  male  preceptor, 
is  now  in  charge  of  four  accomplished  ladies,  resulting  in  im- 
parting a  more  softening  influence  to  the  minds  and  morals 
of  the  pupils,  has  developed  the  best  and  most  encouraging 
results.  The  domestic  economy  of  the  whole  establishment 
is  indicative  of  the  most  studied  and  healthy  cleanliness  and 
neatness,  whilst  the  ventilation  of  the  building  is  as  good  as 
could  be  desired.  Happiness,  cheerfulness,  obedience  and 
personal  cleanliness  are  pleasing  features  among  the  children, 
whilst  perfect  order  of  appointment  is  adhered  to  in  the 
routine  of  daily  duty. 

Your  committee  feel  that  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  exal- 
tation of  the  philanthropic  and  disinterested  motives  which 
have  characterized  those  connected  with  the  Institution,  from 
its  commencement  down  to  the  present  time  ;  they  have  been, 
and  are  engaged,  in  a  noble  work,  to  speak  of  which  the 
praise  of  man  fades  into  mere  vapour,  when  contrasted  with 
the  rewards  which  awaits  them  for  their  labor  of  love. 

In  conclusion  your  committee  would  beg  leave  to  present  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land the  cause  of  the  Institution. 
All  which  is  respectfuUv  submitted. 

WM.  R.  MILLER,  Ch'n, 
W.  R.  BARNARD, 
HOWARD  GRIFFITH, 
JAMES  F.  DASHIELL, 
0.  MILES, 
F.  WHITAKER. 
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